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MAGICAL MARAZION

St Michael’s Mount provided an inspirational backdrop to our annual weekend away in April, led by Trudy Russell (centre). Eighteen of us visited Battery Rocks, Penzance, and Marazion on consecutive days.  Local expert Dave Fenwick, of APHOTOMARINE, joined us and gave generously of his encyclopaedic knowledge and led a midnight ramble to Long Rock, Penzance.
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 Saturday’s weather, with grey skies and a biting wind, boded ill, but not for long as Battery Rocks proved to be species rich.  On a sunny Sunday Marazion brought us a different but equally interesting array of finds.  The full list collated by Jay Nicholson reveals a wide array of animals many previously unfamiliar to most of us, some quite rare.  For many of these finds we must thank Dave Fenwick, enthusiastically supported by Robert Durrant whose growing expertise is so valuable to Coastwise. “Marazion was quite magical” was the verdict from Malcolm Roberts, a view shared by all.
NEW AUTUMN PROGRAMME
October


8 
Under-water Adventures, Chris Mandry, Coastwise

15
Cornwall’s Big Intertidal Survey, Carolyn Waddell, CWT 
22
The National Trust & North Devon,Rob Joules, North Devon Coast General Manager 

29
Members’ Session
 

November

5
Medieval Light Keepers in North Devon and Cornwall, Chris Preece, Archaeologist

12
Heaven on Lundy, Alan Mildren, Marine Vision Studios

19
Project Shark, Nikky Weedon, Project Officer

26
The Challenges of Life on the Sea Shore, John Hudson, Marine Biologist

December

3
Cnidaria & Crustaceans, Robert Durrant, Coastwise

10
Scilly Kayaking: a Serious Expedition, Mike Hunter, Coastwise
IN THE LIBRARY 
Good news for those of us who think Barnstaple Library is an excellent venue for our winter  meetings.  The Henry Williamson Room is likely to remain available to us for some time. The County Council has cancelled the staff moves that threatened our future there.
Our indoor programmes, now in their 9th year, continue to be very popular.  Over 70 signed up for the Spring Session, including a dozen or so very welcome newcomers, giving us full houses for the talks and a great atmosphere.  A very varied programme was on offer including talks from artist Peter Ward, eco advocate Mukti Mitchell and Doug Eltham on climate change expert. Most, however, focussed on marine life and habitats. We enjoyed visits from seaweed expert Sarah Hotchkiss and Marine photographer Paul Naylor, both returning by popular demand.  Others included Matt Mander from IFCA, Andy Bell on water quality and Paula Ferris,  preparing us for the finale, the visit to Hele Bay which attracted over 40 members keen to experience rock-pooling with Coastwise.  
SUMMER ACTIVITIES

In a summer of uncertain weather we have been lucky so far with our public rock-pool rambles.  Visits to Croyde & Westward Ho, led by Jim Monroe (centre) have attracted plenty of children and their 
families and a good supply of crabs and blennies to keep them happy. The beach aquarium always attracts offers of animals and endless questions – just as it should be.  
Individually members have made some interesting finds this summer, particularly Robert Durrant whose nudibranchs are the envy of many (well me at least,ed.). Collectively we have been less successful, possibly because there have been big movements of sand covering the more accessible rocks, caused by unseasonal wind and waves.  A joint monitoring session with Combe Martin Museum revealed changes to populations within the Bay, presumably due to sand and water movements.
A sciencey social proved to be a great success.  Chris Mandry hosted at the bar at Ilfracombe Dive Club for an evening with field scopes.  Watching brittlestars, sea spiders, nudibranchs, skeleton shrimps and bryozoans moving amongst the weed proved to be quite compelling. Verdict – we’ll do it again  please.
Equally popular was Robert Down’s introduction to the geology of Fremington Quay, a rather special place. Robert used its location at the boundary of the older Devonian rocks to the East and the younger Carboniferous to the West, to illustrate geological forces at work with admirable clarity –quite an epiphany for some of us.  For others of a more artistic persuasion, the location’s significance was as a source of the pigment, Bideford Black, the subject of local artist Peter Ward’s earlier talk to us.
In June Coastwise members carried out the first Shore Thing survey of the year at Lee Bay, & at Abbotsham the following day. Over a couple of hours 36 quadrats on 3 transects were surveyed under the guidance of expert Pip Jollands. A timed species survey followed & all the data was submitted to MarLin at the MBA.
Bideford School delivered a July challenge – give a 10-minute talk to groups of students at Croyde Beach as they circulated round several speakers on a Beach Activity Day.  Each group proved to be 50 strong, divvied up between Paula Ferris’s Life in a Bucket talk, and intrepid  rock-pool guides Glynis Newsome & Nicola Mello. 
FLOTSAM
Coastwise’s Facebook presence is going from strength to strength under the guidance of Janice Whittington with nearly 50 members, many of them real enthusiasts for the shore.  It is a good place to learn about some of the more interesting animals found on our shores and to see how helpful others more expert than ourselves can be.  

The Autumn Programme has  now been finalised and the reservation made for our Christmas Lunch.  It  will again be held at the Imperial Hotel Barnstaple by popular request, on 10th December, details John Broomhead.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
30 August, at 12, Members’ rock-pooling,  Lee Bay
31 August 12.30 Shore Safari for the public, Hele Bay
Shore Thing in September - future dates Abbotsham 14th, 11.30, Lee Bay 16th 11.30. Details Pip Jollands 01237 471564.  

18-21 September - Great British Beach Clean, details AONB Clean Marine Project 01271 388650
27 – 28 September The MBA’s next bioblitz will be at North Sands Salcombe, a great location for an event that usually attracts several members.
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CLIVE SYMONS


We lost Clive in March after a battle with cancer, bravely fought. No visit to the shore will be the same without him and his amazing finds.


His death is a devastating blow for his loving family, Mavis & Dee, and keenly felt by all who knew him. He was the best of men and a true lover of the shore.











